Description of a traditional performance of Irish music (song or dance) that you have heard (live or recorded)
Listen to the reel ‘Toss the Feathers’ by the Corrs and describe the music you hear: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Organisations that promote and encourage the performance of Irish traditional Music e.g.  Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, Gael Linn, the GAA, TG4, Raidió na Gaeltachta etc.

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann is the largest group involved in the preservation and promotion of Irish traditional music in Ireland. They are a non-profit cultural movement with hundreds of branches around the world and have been working for the cause of Irish music since 1951.
CCE run many events and activities both locally and nationally to promote & preserve the performance of traditional Irish music - these include: music, dance & Irish language classes, music sessions, touring groups travelling the world & the organisation of Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann. They have also successfully managed to continue the work of historical collectors of Irish music by building a large archive of sound recordings, videos & printed copies of Irish music & songs. They also publish recordings, books & tutorials of Irish music.

The GAA (Gaelic Athletics Association) although set up with the primary purpose to manage and promote Gaelic games is also obliged to promote other aspects of Irish culture i.e. the Irish language, dance & music tradition. The reasoning behind this was to assist in building community spirit within its clubs. One of biggest ways it fulfils this obligation is by organising its annual Scór competition. The competition is stretched over eight events that cover all aspects of Irish culture including: céilí dancing, solo singing, instrumental music, storytelling, ballad singing, quiz teams, set dancing & a novelty act. The competition is divided into two categories : Scór na nÓg for those under 17 and Scór Sinsir for those over 17. Those taking part music first participate in a county championship before moving to the provincial round & then All-Ireland Final.  The winners are All-Ireland champions in their own right in the same way as All-Ireland Football or Hurling Champions are. 




Write a short note on the Céilí Band tradition in Ireland. Include a well-known group in your answer.
The term Céilí means ‘a gathering of people for dance’. The function of the céilí band is to provide music for dancers. It should be loud enough to be heard by a crowd of dancers in a large hall. 

The instruments generally used are accordion, concertina, uilleann pipes, banjo, fiddle, flute, tin whistle, mandolin, drum kit & piano. All melody instruments play the tunes in unison. The music is very rhythmic due to the large amounts of dance tunes played and a backbeat & bassline is needed to keep the time and give the music depth.  A bodhrán or guitar would not be effective in a packed hall with no amplification so instead a drum kit & piano (played in a vamping style) are used.

At a Fíor-Céilí (true céilí) only dance-tunes of Irish origin are accepted e.g. The Walls of Limerick, The Siege of Ennis, reels, jigs, hornpipes etc. However Céilí/Old-Time Dance (not a purist céilí) caters for waltzes & polkas in between the traditional Irish dances.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Famous Céilí bands include: The Tara Céilí Band, Ballinakill Céilí Band, The Kilfenora Céilí Band
